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H
ome has a way of working quietly in the background of everyday life. 
When families have a safe, stable place to live, children can focus on 
school, parents can plan for the future, and households can begin 

building something lasting. For families who have been struggling, a�ordable 
homeownership can bring immediate relief, while its deepest impact takes root 
and grows over time.

At Habitat for Humanity of Collier County, our work is founded on this belief. We 
partner with families and the community to create a�ordable homeownership 
opportunities that provide long-term stability. �ese homes become the 
foundation for education, health, �nancial security, and a sense of belonging—
outcomes that continue unfolding for years, and even generations, a�er the front door �rst opens.

In Collier County, many working families continue to feel the strain of housing costs that outpace local wages. 
Habitat o�ers a practical, community-based solution. An approach that emphasizes partnership, education, 
and shared investment rather than short-term �xes. When families have the opportunity to own a home they 
can a�ord, the bene�ts extend far beyond a single household and help strengthen the entire community.

�is magazine highlights the ways our work makes a di�erence and how a stable home is just the beginning. 
It also re�ects the partnership required to make it all possible. �e generosity of this community is what 
drives our mission, and this week marks our ��eenth annual Give to the Max matching challenge taking 
place February 4–9. Give to the Max is about momentum. Not speed, but continuity. Each year, generous 
sponsors establish a matching fund, and community members bring it to life. When people give together, 
individual gi�s are matched dollar for dollar, amplifying the impact of each donor to help sustain the full 
scope of this work.

Our gratitude to our 2026 Give to the Max sponsors, who make this challenge possible:

For 15 years, Give to the Max has re�ected what’s possible when a community comes together around 
a shared purpose. �e homes built through this e�ort continue to work quietly every day, supporting 
families as children grow up, careers develop, and futures take shape.

Whether you are already familiar with Habitat or learning about our work for the �rst time, we invite you 
to take part in Give to the Max XV. Your support helps make home possible and ensures that its impact 
continues working for generations to come.
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Where we are Building
Habitat Collier’s Newest Communities. 

A
s the cost of living continues to rise, the dream of 
a�ordable homeownership dri�s further out of reach. 
Habitat Collier is o�ering pathways to homeownership 

for many Naples and Immokalee families with the communities 
of Las Palmas and Kaicasa currently under construction and 
the community of Majestic Place nearing completion. 

Kaicasa

Located just �ve minutes from the heart of Immokalee, work 
continues in Kaicasa. �e name blends the Creole “kai” and Spanish 
“casa”—both meaning “home”—in tribute to the community’s rich 
cultural roots. Families here enjoy modern townhomes with three 
to four bedrooms, two bathrooms and garage parking, set amid 
nearly three acres of recreational space. About 50 families already 
call this community home. 

Las Palmas

Spanning approximately 17 acres, Las Palmas will bring 210 new 
a�ordable-homeownership units to Collier County. A generous 
gi� recently allowed us to purchase construction-ready land 
adjacent to our original site, giving us the ability to o�er 150 
more homes than originally planned in this community. Las 
Palmas will bring back the popular home design we used in 
Songbird at Whippoorwill. We expect the �rst homes in this 
community to close in Summer 2026.

Majestic Place

All of the homes in Majestic Place are now spoken for as we 
complete construction in this beautiful community in the coming 
months. �e �nal homes are scheduled to close next summer, and 
soon a�er we will hand over management of the HOA in this 109-
home community to a newly elected Board of Directors made 
up of passionate homeowners ready to guide the future of their 
neighborhood. 
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What Wasn’t Working

H
igh rents. Overcrowded homes. Hardworking families forced to 
make impossible choices. �ese aren’t new challenges—they’re 
the same ones we’ve seen year a�er year, but the strain is only 

getting worse. Families who are doing everything right are still falling 
behind. When there’s nothing le� a�er covering the basics, there’s no 
room to plan, to rest, or to grow. It’s a system that simply isn’t working.

In the middle of that broken system, Habitat Collier continues to o�er 
a way forward.

Before Mario and Hilda became homeowners, they lived in a cramped 
house with Hilda’s parents—nine people sharing a three-bedroom, 
one-bath space. �eir family of �ve occupied a single bedroom, where 
a double bed, bunk beds, and a crib le� barely any room to walk, 
let alone grow. �e high cost of childcare meant that Hilda’s entire 
paycheck would be wiped out, so the couple decided it was better for 
her to stay home with the kids. Mario has worked in construction for 
over a decade and earns a steady income, but still homeownership felt 
out of reach.

Rickey and Latoya also faced an uphill battle. �ey were paying nearly 
$2,700 a month in rent—an unsustainable burden despite their stable 
jobs. Latoya works for Collier County Public Schools and Rickey is 
employed at an auto body shop. But even with two full-time incomes, 
they found themselves dipping into savings to keep the lights on and 
food on the table. �eir apartment complex had become unsafe, with 
vehicle break-ins and even a shooting nearby. “�e rent is so high, 
sometimes my kids and I have to go without certain things just to make 
sure the rent is paid �rst, the lights are on, and they are fed.” Latoya said.

Across the county, families just like these are doing everything right—
but still falling behind on fundamentals. �e math doesn’t add up, and 
the housing landscape simply isn’t working for our local workers.

Where Home Works
�is summer, both families became homeowners at Majestic Place.

Mario and Hilda’s children now have space to grow, play, and be kids. 
“Without your help we would be crowded in a single room,” Mario wrote 
in a thank you note. “Now my family will have space for us to enjoy… 
we are going to cherish this home and we are looking forward to all the 
memories my family will create.”

For Rickey and Latoya, the relief is both emotional and �nancial. �eir 
mortgage is less than half of what they were paying in rent. �ey’re 
no longer living paycheck to paycheck or moving from one temporary 

solution to the next. For the �rst time, they’re planning for the future—
saving money, considering a family vacation, and watching their boys 
thrive in a home that’s �nally theirs.

“With God, your support, donations, e�ort and time, my family found 
our forever home. Home is truly where the heart is.”

More than 90 families have already moved into Majestic Place, and 
while construction continues, the foundation of a strong, supportive 
community is already taking root.

A Better Way Forward
It used to be that a full-time income was enough to secure a safe, stable 
home. But today’s workers are being priced out of the communities 
they help keep running.

We believe that if you work full-time, you should be able to a�ord a 
decent place to live and provide for your family. �at belief is re�ected 
in every home we build, and in every family with whom we partner. 
Because when families are grounded—when they have the stability 
of a home—they’re better positioned to put down roots, build lasting 
connections, and invest in the very communities they’ve long supported.

In a housing market that isn’t working, these families are proof that 
Habitat does.

A�ordable Homes Help Life Work
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Builder’s Circle

Gifts to Empower
$25,000

$10,000

$5,000

$2,500

$1,000

$500

$250

$100

$75

$50

Constructs a Kitchen

Creates a Child’s Bedroom

Pays for a Family Room

Funds Windows

Installs Doors

Secures Hurricane Shutters

Builds a Front Porch

Spreads Paint

Plants a Shade Tree

Buys Nails

Strong Financials
We have received our 19th four-star rating from Charity Navigator, the organization’s top 

honor. According to the non-profit evaluator, organizations that earn four stars exceed 

industry standards and outperform most charities in their cause. GuideStar has also 

awarded us the 2025 Platinum Seal of Transparency—their highest rating— in recognition 

of our commitment to sharing important information about our organization and the work 

we do clearly.

Donation Levels

Scan now to  
double your 

impact!

Platinum Level Sponsorship

$300,000
Silver Level Sponsorship

$100,000
Gold Level Sponsorship

$200,000
Bronze Level Sponsorship

$50,000
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I want to Give to the Max! Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of $ 	

(Please make checks payable to Habitat for Humanity of Collier County)

Please charge $ 	  to my:   qVisa      qMasterCard       qAm Ex       qDiscover

#	  Exp. 	 /	  CID Code:	

Signature: 	

Donor, please provide the following information for your tax receipt:

Name: 	

Address: 	

City: 	  State: 	 Zip Code: 	

Phone Number:	 Email: 	

Our Florida Dept. of Agriculture & Consumer Services Registration Number is CH3548. A copy of the o�cial registration and �nancial information may be obtained from the division of Consumer 
Services (800-435-7352). Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the state. Habitat for Humanity of Collier County, Inc. does not contract with any professional 
solicitors to assist in fundraising. Donor Privacy Policy: Habitat for Humanity of Collier County is committed to our donors’ privacy. We neither sell nor share any of our donor lists. EIN 59-1834379

Your gi� of any amount helps to make a life-changing di�erence to a family in need.

Habitat for Humanity of Collier County
11145 Tamiami Trail East
Naples, FL 34113
239-775-0036
jpash@HabitatCollier.org
www.HabitatCollier.org

GIVE TO

THE

MAX XV
FEBRUARY 4 - 9, 2026

Ways to Give:
•	Annual Contribution

•	Monthly Donation

•	Stock Transfer

•	IRA Quali�ed Charitable 
Distribution 

•	Memorial or Honorary Gi�s 

•	Donation of Land

•	Endowment Giving 

•	Bequest in Will*

•	Charitable Lead Trust*

•	Charitable Remainder Trust*
*Donors making estate gi�s to Habitat for Humanity of Collier County 

will be recognized as Legacy Builders. If you have already included 
Habitat as part of your estate plans but have not noti�ed us, please 
call 239-775-0036.

Thanks to ReStores revenue and homeowner mortgage payments,  
100% of donated dollars can be allocated to building homes.

This gift is in memory of:

This gift is in honor of:

Donor, please send note of acknowledgement to:

How We Open Doors
Community Revenue Sources
63% 	 Individuals, Congregations & 

Foundations

16% 	 Mortgage Payments

  6% 	 Mortgages Sold

  4% 	 ReStore Sales 

  4% 	 Community Contribution Tax 
Credit Program

  3% 	 Grants 

  2% 	 Investment Income

  1% 	 In-Kind Donations 

  1% 	 Misc. Income

63%

4%

6%

16%

4%

3%

1%1%

2%

Community
Revenue
Sources

How Revenues Were Spent

94% 	 Program Services  

(Home Building)

 4% 	 Fundraising 

 2% 	 Management & General 

94%

4%
2%

How
Revenues

Were Spent
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GIVE   MAX XV
TO

THE

FEBRUARY 4 - 9, 2026
Give Together. Double the Impact.

To make a donation:

•	 Scan the QR Code 

•	 Call 239-775-0036 or 

•	 Visit www.HabitatCollier.org or

•	 Mail the donation form on page 10  

by February 9, 2026 to: 

Habitat for Humanity of Collier County 

11145 Tamiami Trail East 

Naples, FL 34113 

Give to the Max is about momentum. When individual gifts come together, they strengthen  

the foundation of this work and extend its reach across the community. Now in its 15th year,  

what began as a $50,000 match to raise $100,000 has grown into an opportunity to raise  
$4 million in support of aƂordable homeownership. That growth reƄects the generous 
response of this community year after year. Over the years, Give to the Max has shown 

what’s possible when a community shows up with shared purpose. The homes built through 
this eƂort continue to work quietly every day, supporting families as children grow up,  
careers develop, and futures take shape. We hope you will help continue that momentum  

and be part of this year’s Give to the Max.

Thank you to the sponsors who have made this year’s matching challenge possible:  
Bauer Foundation, Beacon Fund, Rita & Dick Berens, Janet & John Garrison, Pat & 

Max Gould, Richard and Jennifer Housh Foundation, Janet & Andrew Miller, Schoen 

Foundation, Stephenson Family Foundation, Peggy & Greg Strakosch, Janet & Chuck 

Thibeault, Patricia and Tim Thoele, United Church of Marco Island, Wadsworth Family 

Foundation, Don Waggoner and Zelma Waggoner Foundation, and Wildƃower Foundation.
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